12/03/1998 18:51 514-849-8946 
li/UJ/BS TUU 19:57 PAX 414 3^0578 



P. ILLUSTRATION B 
RITE HITE EXEC. 



PAGE 06 



• 



DEC 03 '98 



81008 

04:57PM 



mi 



J^jSSUEAPPUCATION DECLARATION BY THE JNVENTOR 



Docfcat Number (Optional) 
97-060A 



As a below named Inventor, I hereby declare that- 

«— P.t.nt I< xauflht on (h« t » w g SiS Xl -U?igM,'^lJ ! gL TBl&SP ' 

the specification of which . 

® is attached hereto. 



□ was tiled on 



and was amended on 



. as reissue application number. 



(If applicable)' ' 

□ «w»Mor.of«*(»ell» W ei(i e «| OIlordwwlno 

□ by reason of other errors. 

At least one error upon which reissue Is based Is described as follows: 

■ncl^ 37 CP.*. ,.,7,C., Caj - (_s_ pagesJ 




'DRESS, S£NDTO; 



12/03/1998 18:51 514-849-8946 
12/03/88 THU 16:57 FAX 414 3JLfe6376 



P. ILLUSTRATION B. 
RITE EITE EXEC. 



DEC 03 



PAGE 07 

f2loio 

04:57PM 




. *— «j J * Numbor (Optional) 

All error* corrected in this raissua Ahrdi^u- I 97-OfiO A 

Nemefe) aw " ana Tflad «n«i* Office connected therewith. 



.Ma tthew c. McMoijT 



"•flteimiton Number 



C^Pon^oa Addres s; Bred,,, csm^cstt ons *.« In. epp«c«o n to: 
□ customer Number ' 
Off 



Oi Hrm or 

MM 'ndlvwuai Nam* 



AddraM 
Address 



City 



Country 



Telephone 



Matthew c. McN eill 
jgO ONorth Arb on Drive 



Customer Ny/nbmr Bmr 
Cot* Lmbl fmn 



Mj fweuK ee 

U.S.A. ~~ 



Sate 



Wl 



ZIP 



362-0610 



J I hereby decj«e th., ,„ ^X^^^ZZ^Z ~ .^X_ *ilJ55-6578_ 

on infer*,*,,, « nd B , 1(af .^e^Tte^ "2ZZ%£Z* "* M ^ 

knowledge that «llirul fetaa .tatamlnta 1*2+1 L 1ha " • t "* mwita made the 

or both, under 18 U.S.C. 700^^,1^^'°^ b > *• -prUonrnenT 

Hss t!:^ ^ ^ : 

pnventor's algnabire ^2 — 7? Vy i . 



™3gyPlerre Cote, Bol»-L 2^!^ 

Poat Office Address" ~ — 

Quebec; Canada, J6Z «A2 



fuiinarne of second Joint Inventor! 
1 Michel Paradls 



Dale 



mar 



CWzanahip ^ A 



| Mm nam* of third joint In^ntor (gNw nam*, frmiy ^ 
[inwsntnrssfBnatuf* 



Foat Offloo Address 



Data 



ClUzanahlp 



(□ Additional joint Invoniora 



OTfwnrt on »P™ to'/ numberad ahaata attaehad hereto, 

Pe*8 20f2] 



12/03/1998 18:51 514-849-8946 
12/03/98 THXJ 16:5$ PAX 414 3jA0570 



P. ILLUSTRATION B. 
RITE HITE EXEC. 



PAGE 08 



* 



DEC 03 '9B 



I2l 016 
04:57PM 



innnnil to. . ib_ PTOSBJSJ (13*7) 

I M '-^-'">- — s-, , sssssS ^^^ssssii 



t Number (Optional) 
97-06 OA 



NamacrPetemsWsJ 



■meals; 

^F^go, Robert and Pa radii , 



Patent Number 

5,579,820 
of Invention 



Micher 



^IMUp^Door^for Vehicle Shelt.r. 



Date Patent Issued — 
December 3, 1996 



I am the Inventor of the original patent. 
I offer to surrender the original patent. 
1 . □ Filed herein is a certificate under 37 CPR 3.73(b). 

2 B Sn'Sde. 0 ' ^ P " t8nl " ' n ,nV0,Wr(8) ' and no «*•'■"""»« of the patent has 
One of boxes 1 or 2 above must be checked. 

nt^SZTrfjL*" 19 ™ 8 ° Wn ' n8 " n UMIV,d9d ' nter " t ort Bln.l patent Is included In 

S<Q , 9 

IQlte 




I Typed or printed name 

Pared Is, M|chot 



^"•iflnee owning .n undMded Interest In said original patent i. . _ 

Md the assignee consents to the accompanying application fo r re/ss^ 

itaSi / nl°ml r L t '!f t ?! st8te ^ nts nareln of mTo^r^o^eogTar^^ SaTaiT 



Nama of assignee 



I Signature or person signing for assignee 



Date 



Typeo or printed name and title of person signing for assignee 




12/03/1998 18:51 
I2/Q3/9S THU 16:59 



514-849-8946 
FAX 414 3^0578 



P. ILLUSTRATION B 
RITE HITE EXEC. 



PAGE 09 



DEC S3 '98 



131017 
24:57PM 



' r n^SiVES (1 247) 

,.. , ^r.^Easaggfi 



REISSUE APPUCApON BY THE INVENTOR 
OFFER TO SURRENDER PATENT 



1 Oookat Number (Optional) 

97-060A 



This I S pan of the application for a reissue patent based on the 



I Name 



of Patents^ 



original patent identified below. 



Patent Number 



[TWeof invention 



5,579,820 



I 0«te P«t6nt luued 



December 3, 1996 



joll- Up Doo r for Vehicle Shelters 



I am the inventor of the original patent 
I offer to surrender the original patent 

1 . Q Filed herein is a certificate under 37 CFR 373(b). 

2 ' 13 ^ 8 mide 0f ^ ' S ' n th ° invWTtor ^ Md * a*lgnrnent of the patent has 
One of boxes 1 or 2 above must be checked. 

™s^^z n ^;l a9 " gr " 9t °" n,n9 undlv,d * ,ntore5t ,n or,B,na ' p**" 1 86 * 



| Signature 



nana A ^ 



| Typed or printed name 
Robert LePage 



I Date 



The assigns owning an undivided interest in said original patent Is 

and the assignee consents to the acc ompanying application fcr relsaul — 

'jT^ y d * dar * tha « alternants made herein ef my own knowledge are tme and that all 

£n?Z£ ^S d ?K° n w 7 , ? i0, L and a ™ bB,,ewed to b- and n"** statements 
knowledge that willful false statement, and the like so made are punishable by 

*2tt*£E* tPP ' iCation ' Bny p ' tant '" U6d meraon - » »ny P*ent to which tf* 
iiameof assignee^ ; " — " - — 



' Signature or person signing for assignee 



Date 



I Typed or printed name and title of person signing for assignee 




L ..„ — the need* of th« 



% 



• 



PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 97-060 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Reissue Application of: 

Patentees: LePage, R. and Paradis, M. 

Patent Number: 5,579,820 

Granted: December 3, 1996 

For: Roll-Up Door for Vehicle Shelters 



During preparation and prosecution of the application resulting in the original issuance of 



the Patent (5,579,820), the primary focus was on a roll-up closure device in the specific environment 



of a vehicle shelter. As a result, limitations were erroneously included in the claims that were 
dictated by this environment of use rather than being required for patentability, leading to us (the 
applicants) claiming less than that to which we were entitled. 



Specifically, the preamble of claim 1 (the only independent claim) requires that the roll-up 
closure device be "typically for use on vehicle shelters of the type defining at a front end thereof 
a door opening. The closure device of the invention, however, can be used in conjunction with any 
doorway or opening, not just one associated with a vehicle shelter. The preamble goes on to state 
that the door opening has lateral sides "which diverge from top to bottom " Again, it is our belief 
£ that the inventive closure could be used on a doorway or opening that does not have divergent lateral 



STATEMENT OF ERROR UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.175(a)(3) 




sides. 
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Claim 1, in the body thereof, requires that the "guide means" or rails 22 mounted at the 
lateral sides of the door be disposed so that they are "diverging from top to bottom." Similarly, 
claim 1 requires the curtain to include "diverging lateral side edges." However, this divergence is 
a byproduct of the fact that our door is disposed on a vehicle shelter comprised of a series of arched 
members 10 which similarly diverge from top to bottom. To make the opening as large as possible, 
the closure or door disclosed in the application was sized and shaped to match the divergence of the 
Jr% side edges of the structure, leading in turn to the curtain edges as well as the guide means or rails 22 
O being similarly divergent. That is, these limitations are tied to the unnecessary limitations identified 

in 

in the preamble to the claim. However, neither the environmental limitations in the preamble, nor 
the limitation of divergent curtain edges, nor the limitation of divergent guide means are required 
ify in what we believe to be the patentable combination presented in new claim 20 - particularly the 
hi combination of a roller, a curtain secured to the roller to wind and unwind therefrom, guide members 

-■st, 

disposed adjacent the lateral sides of the opening (not necessarily divergent); guide engagement 
members couplable to the curtain and engageable with the guide members to restrict their movement 
toward the curtain center, and a discrete elastic member coupled to the curtain and disposed such that 
the elastic member can be stretched between the restricted guide engagement member. While the 
stretching of the elastic member may have been enhanced by the fact that the guide means diverged 
from top to bottom in the disclosed embodiment, there was no need for this limitation in the claim. 
Rather, non-diverging guide means could be provided at adequate spacing to stretch the elastic 

-2- 
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member between the guide engagement members as restricted by the guide means. Alternatively, 
the elastic member could be stretched between the restricted guide extension members by an external 
force applied to the curtain, such that the presence of the elastic member could prevent the curtain 
from rupturing (new claim 22). Thus, at least the inclusion in the claims of the unnecessary 
environmental limitations and structural limitations of diverging guide means and curtain edges are 
sufficient error to support reissuance of this patent. For ease of reference, independent claim 1 is 
reproduced below, with the erroneously-included environmental and structural limitations shown 
bracketed and in bold. 
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1. A roll-up closure device [typically] for [use on vehicle 
shelters of the type defining at a front end thereof] a door opening 
having lateral sides [which diverge from top to bottom,] comprising 
a pair of guide means adapted to be mounted [to the vehicle shelter 
substantially] at the lateral sides of the door opening [and 
substantially parallel thereto thereby diverging from top to 
bottom] an overhead roller means adapted to be rotatably mounted 
inside the vehicle shelter and substantially horizontally adjacent an 
upper end of the door opening, a flexible closure means adapted to be 
secured at a top end thereof to said roller means, [at least a section 
of said flexible closure means having a shape which tapes in 
direction of said roller means] and including [diverging] lateral 
side edges adapted to be engaged in said guide means, whereby a 
rotation of said roller means causes said flexible closure means to 
displace along said guide means and to wind around said roller means 
or to unwind therefrom for displacing said flexible closure means 
towards an open or a closed position thereof, respectively, wherein in 
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said closed position, said section of said flexible closure means 
substantially completely closes the door opening. 

Moreover, this error occurred without any deceptive intent. As indicated, it arose primarily 
because of the structure of the vehicle shelter structure on which the closure of the invention was 
used, leading to an unnecessary focus on that environment in the claims. Indeed, until recently, we 
had no appreciation that the patent was unduly narrow in this regard. However, on 25 November 
98, we were contacted by Rite-Hite Holding Corporation. Rite-Hite expressed their opinion to us 
that our patent contained an error in that it claimed less than that to which we were entitled. When 
we realized that the focus in the application on diverging sideframes was unnecessary, we agreed 
that our claims were perhaps unduly narrow. Having come to that conclusion, we immediately 
authorized the filing of this reissue request. 

This document is incorporated by reference into "Reissue Application Declaration by the 
Inventor" dated 03 December 98. 



